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The durtifull 


ADVICE 


OF A 


LOVING SON 
To his 


AGED FATHER, 


S1n, 


rr Humbly beſeech 

1 both in reſpe& of rhe 

Fig honour of God , your 
ol —_- duty to his Church, and 
PT a6 the comfort of your 
X = own ſoul, that you ſe- 
riouſly conſider in what rearms you 
ſtand 3 and weigh your ſelf in a Chri- 
ſtian ballance , raking for your coun- 
terpoile the judgements of God : Take 
heed in tine that the word TEKEL , 
WTit- 


© 
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written of old againſt Balth1zar, and 
interpreted by Danic!, be not verified 
in you, whoſe expoſition was , To 
have been poiged in the ſcale, and found 
of too light weight. 

Remember that you are now in the 
weining, and the date of your pil- 
grimage well nigh expized, and now 
that it behoveth yon to look towards 
your Countrey , your forces _ 
eth, your ſenſes impair , your bodie - 
droops, and on every fide the ruinous 
Cotrage of your faint and feeble fleſh, 
threateneth the fall. And having ſo 
many harbingers of death to premo- 
niſh you of your end, how can you 
bur prepare for ſo dreadfull a Nranger. 
The young man may die quickly, bur 
the old man cannot live long : the 
young mans life - by caſualty may be a- 

idged, but the old mans by no phy- 
ſick'can be long adjourned, and there- 
fore if green years ſhould ſomerimes 
think of the grave, the thoughts of old 
age ſhould continually dwell in the 
ſame. 

The prerogative of Infancy is in- 
nocency3 of Child-hoog,reverence; of 
Man-hood, maturity 3 and of old age, 
wildom. 

And 


to his Father. 9 
And ſeeing then thar the chiefeſt 
properties of wiſdom , are to be mind- 
tull of chings paſt , carefull for things 
preſent, and provident for —_ ro 
come : Ute now the priviledge of na- 
tures tallent, to the benefir of your 
own ſcul , and procure hereafrer to be 
wiſe in well doing , and watchfull in. 
the fore-fight of future harms. To 
ſerve the world you are now unable, 
and though you were able, yet you 
have little cauſe ro be willing , ſeeing 
that it never gave you but an unhappy 
welcome, a hurrfull entertainment,and 
now doth abandon you with an unfor- 
runate fare-wel. 

You have long fowed inafield of 
Aint, which could bring nothing forth 
bur a crop of cares, and affiftions of 
ſpirit, rewarding your labours with res 
morſe,and affording for your gain,eter- 
nal danger. 

It is now more than a ſeaſonable 
time to alcer the courſe of ſo unthri- 
ving a huſbandry , and ro enter into 
the field of Gods Church , in which, 
ſowing the ſeed of repentant ſorrow, 
and watering them with the tears of 
humble contrition, you may hereafter 
reap a more beneficial harveſt, and pa” 
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ther the fruits of everlaſting com- 
fort. 

Remember , I pray you, that your 
ſpring is ſpent, your ſummer over-paſt, 
you are now arrived at the fall of the 
leaf; yea, and winter colours have long 
ſince ſtained your hoary head. 

Be not careleſs ( ſaith Saint Aug- 
ftine ) though our loving Lord bear {.n; 


| with offenders ;, for the longer he ſtazer, 


not finding amendment , the ſorcr he w1!! 
ſeourge when he comes to Fudgement : 
And his patience in ſo long > ard 
is onely to lend 1s refpite to repent, and 
not any wiſe to enlarge ms leiſure to 


He that is rofſſed with variety of 
ſtorms, and cannor come ro his defi- 
red Port , maketh nor mnch way, bur 


| is much trurmoyled'; So , he that hath 


paſſed many years, and purchaſed little 
| ofit, hatha long being , bur a ſhorr 
lite 3 For, life is more ro be men1ſured 
by well doing, than by number of 
years : Secing thar moſt men by many 

« hay burprocure many dearhs, and 
in ſhorr ſpace artam ro the life 


'F kafs? And whar is the foot withoor 


| of infinite ages > what is the body 
withour the fon!, bur a corrupt car- 


God, 
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God , bur a ſepulchre of fm? 

If God be the Way, the Life, and 
the Truth, he that goeth withour him, 
ſtrayeth 3 and he that liveth withoug 
him, dieth 3; and he that is nor caughr 
by him, erreth. | 

well ( faich Saint Augnſtins )) God is 
our truc and chu feſt Life , from whom 
to 7colt , us to fall; ton hom to return, 
# to miſe, and in whom to ſtay, # to 
ſtand ſure, 

God is he , from whom to depart, is 
ro die 3 to whom to repair, i5 to revive 
and in whom rodwell, is life for ever : 
Be not then of the number of thoſe 
thar begin not to live , till rhey be 
ready to die: and then after a foes de- 
ſerr, come to crave of God. 2 friends 
entertainment. 

Some there te that think to ſnatch 
Heaven in 2 moment , which the beft 
can ſcarce atrain unto in the maintain- 
ance of many years, and when they 
have glutred themſelves with worldly 
delights, would jump from Dives Dier, 
ro Lazarxs Crown, from the ſervice of 
Saran, to the folace of a Saint. 

Bur be you well aſſtred , that God 
is net © urious of friends , as to 
hold himfelf and his Kingdom = 

a 


ce. 


"able for the refuſe and reverſions of 
their lives, who have ſacrificed the 
principal rhereof ro his enemics, and 
theiz own bruiciſh luſt; ' then onely 
ceaſing to offend , when the ability of 
offending is raken from chem. 

True it is, that a thief may be ſaved 
upon the croſs , and mercy found ar 
the laſt galp : But nell (faith S. Au- 
guſtine ) though it be poſſible , yer ut 15 
ſearce credible, tat the diath ſhould 
find favour , whoſe n hole life deſerved 
death; and thit the repentance ſhould 
be more excepted , that more for fear of 
hett, and loue of himſelt, than for the 
love of God , and loathſonmeſs of fill cri- 
eth for Mercy. 

Wherefore, good SIR, make no 
longer delays but being ſo near the 
breaking up of your mcrtal houſe , 
take time before extremity, to pacific 
| | Gods anger. 

Though you ſuffer the bud to be 
blaſted , though you permitted the 
fruits to be periſhed , and the leaves 
| rodrie up 3 yea , though you ler the 
boughs to wither , and the body of 

our tree to grow to decay, yet (alas) 
life in - root for fear leſt the 
whole tree become fewel for hell = ; 
k or 
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For ſorely where the tree falleth,there 
it ſhall lie, whether rowards rhe Sourh, 
or to the North, to Heaven, or to hell 
and ſuch ſap as it bringeth forth, ſuch 
fruit ſhall ir ever bear. 

Death hath already filed from you 
the berrer part of your natural forces, 
and lefr you now to the Lees, and re- 
_ of your wearyiſh and dying 


Fe remainder whereof, as it can- 
not be long , '{o doth it warn you ſpee- 
dily to ranſom your former loſſes; for 
what is age, bur the Calends of dearth, 
& what importe _—_ preſent weak- 
neſs, but an car of your approch- 
ing diſſolution, you are now lbork: 
ed in your final voyage, and not far 
from the ftinr and period of your 
courſe. 

Be nor therefore unprovided of ſuch 
CN os as COA ſo 
perplexed and ilous a Journey 3 
death ir felf is very fearfull, bur much 
more terrible, in reſpect of the judge- 
ment it ſummonerh us unto. 

If you were now laid upon your de- 


. parting-bed, burthened with the hea- 


vie load of your former rrreſpaſles, and 
gared: wi the fing and prick of ae 
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ſtered Confcience 3 if you felt the 
cramp of death wreſting your heart- 
ſtrings, and ready to make the ruefull 
divorce berween body and ſoul: tf you 
lay panting for breath, and ſwimming 
in a cold and pale ſweat. wearied with 
ſtrugling againſt your deadly pangs, O 
what would you give for an hours re- 
rm—_ z at whar rate would you va- 

ue a days contrition? Then worlds 
would be worth leſs in reſpe&t of a 
lirtle reſpite, a ſhort truce would ſeem 
more precious than the treaſares of an 
Empire , nothing would be ſo much 
eſteemed as a ſhort trice of rime,which 
now by days, and moneths, and years, 
is moſt laviſhly misſpent. 

Oh how deeply would it wounA 
your woefull heart, when looking back 
into your former life , you conſidered 
many hainous and horrible offences 
commirted , many pious works , and 
godly deeds omitted , and neither of 
both repented , your ſervice to God 
promiſed ,and nor performed. 

Oh how —_——— were your 
caſe, your friends being fled, your fen- 
ſes affrighred, your thoughts amazed, 
your memory decayed,and your whole 


"mind agaſt, and no pair able to per- 
form 
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form what it ſhould 3 bur onely your 
guilty Conſcience peſtered with fm, 
that would continually upbraid you 
with many birter accuſations. 

Oh what would ycu think then, be- 
ing ſtripped our of this mortal weed, 
and turned out both of ſervice and 
houſe-room of this wicked world,you 
are forced to enter into uncough and 
ſtrange paths, and with unknown and 
ugly company, to be convented be- 
fore a molt ſevere Judge , carrying in 
your Conſcience your Inditement, 
written in a perfe Regiſter of all your 
miſdeeds, when you ſhall ſee him pre- 
pared to give ſentence upon you , a- 
gainſt whom you have ſo often tranſ- 
greſicd , and the ſame to be your Um« 
pire , whom by ſo many offences you 
have made your enemies, when not 
onely the Devil , but even the Angels 
would plead againſt you, and your 
own ſelf, in deſpight of your fel, be 
your own moſt ſharp appeacher. 

Oh what would you do in theſe 
dreadfull exigents , when you ſaw the 
prey Dragon, and huge gulph of 

ell, breaking ont with moſt fearfu!l 
flames , when you heard the weeping, 
wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth 3 rhe 
G 2 rage 
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mage of thoſe helliſh monſters, the 
horrour of the place, rhe rerrour of 
the company, and the etcrnicy of all 
thoſe trorments. 

Would you then think them wiſe 
that ſhould delay in fo weighty mat- 
rers, and idlely play away the time al- 
lorted, to prevent theſe intolerable ca- 
lamities ? Would you then count it 
ſecure, to nurſe in your own boſom (ſo 
many Serpents as fins? and to foſter 
in your ſouls ſo many malicious Accu- 
ſers , as mortal and horrible offences ? 
Would you not think one life too lit- 
tle to repent in, for lo many , and fo 
great iniquities , every one whereof 
were enough ro throw you into thoſe 
unſpeakable and intolerable ror ents. 

And why-then (alas) do you not at 
the leaft devore that ſmall! remnanr, 
and furploſage of theſe your hater 
days, procuring ro make an arone- 
ment with God , and to free your 
Soul and Conſcience from thar corru» 
prion, which by your fail hath crept 
Into it. 

Thoſe very eyes that behold , and 
read this Dilcourſe , thoſe very ears 
that are arrentive tro hear ir, and that 
- ery underſtarding that — 
a 


SS - — > 


—s 


—_——— 


F< 


' Iy of Gods faithfoll ſervants. 


t bu arhe . n 
and conceiverh it , ſhall be cited 2s 
certain wirnefſes of theſe rehearſed 
things. In your own body fhill you 
experience theſe deadly Agonies, and 
m your fool ſhall you feelingly find 
theſe rerrible fears yea, and your pre- 
ſent eſtare, is in danger of the deepelt 
harms, if you do not the ſooner re- 
cover your felf inro that fo!d and fami- 


What have you gotten by _ ſo 
long a cuſtomer to the world, but falfe 
ware, ſuirable to the ſhop of fuch 8 
merchant , whoſe traffique is toyl, 
whoſe wealth is traſh , and whoſe gain 
is miſerie? What intereſt have you 
reaped , that might equal your derri- 
ment in -grace and virtue ? Or what 
coul4t you find in the vale of tear 
thar was anfwerable to the favour of 
God, with loſs whereof, you were con» 
rented ro buy it. 

You cannot now be inveigled with 
the paſſions of yourh, which making a 
patrialiry of things , (ers no diſtance ' 
berween counterfeit and curranrt , for } 
theſe are now worn our of force, by 
rract of time are fallen into reproof by 
rrial of their folly. 

Ohlet not the cratzie cowardnefs © 
G 3 fleſ 
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flcſhand bloud , daunr the proweſs of 


an iatellipent perſon , who by his wiſ- 
dom cannor but diſcern how much 
more cauſe there is, and how much 
more needfull ir is to ſerve Go !, than 
this wicked world. 

Bur if it be the ungrounded pre- 
ſumption of the mercy of God, and 
the hope of his affiſtance ar the laſt 

lunge ( which indeed is the ordinary 
ure of the devil ) to reclaim {ſinners 
from the purſuit of Repenrance. Alas, 
that is too pal; able a colluſion tro mi 
lead a ſound and lerviceable man,how- 

» foever it may prevail with fick and il1- 
affefted judgements: who would re- 

' Iy upon eternal affairs, upon the glid- 

ing ſlipperineſs , and running ſtreams 

of our uncertain life ? who, bur one of 

pered wits, would offer fraud 9 

Diſcipherer of all thoughts 3 wich 

whom diſſcmble we may to our coſt, 

t to deceive him, is unpoſſible. 

J Shall we eſteem it cunning to rob 

the time from him , and beſtow it on 

enemies, who keepeth tale of the 
eaſt minutes, and will examine in the 

nd how every moment hath been im- 

wed. It 1s a prepoſterous kind of 

ic, in any wiſe conceit to fight 

ES. againſt 
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'_ againſt God,till our weapons be blant- 
ed, our forces conſumed ,our limbs im--” 
porenr, and our beſt rime ſpent > and 
then when we fall for faintneſs, and 
have fought our (elves almcſt dead , to 
preſume on his mercy. 

Oh ! no, no, the wounds of his moſt 
ſacred body , fo often rubbed, and re» 
newed by our fins, and every part and 
; parcel of our bodies ſo divers, and fun- 
dry ways abuſed , will be then as ſe 
many wher-ſtones and incentives, to 
edge and exaſperate his moſt juſt re- 
venge againſt us. 

I: is a ſtrange piece of Arr, and a ve» 
ry exorbiranr courie, when the Ship is 
ſound, the Pylort well, the Marriners 
ſtrong , the Gale favourable, and the 
Sea calm, to lic idly at the road, burn» 
ing ſo ſcaſonable weather : And when 
| the Ship leaketh, the Pylor fick , the 
{i Marriners faint, the Storms boyſter- 
| cus, and the Seas a turmoyl of outra- 7 


gious Surges , then to launch forthy © 
(hoiſe up fail ) and fet out for along” 
voyage into a far Countrey. Z 

\ Yer ſuchis the ſkill of theſe evening 
\, 4 Repenters , who though in the ſound». 
| A nets of their healch, and perfe& uſe of 
\eir reaſon , they "_= reſolve te 
| * of 
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= -eutthe Cables,and weigh the Anchour 
$ that with- holds them from God. 

| Nevertheleſs , they feed themſelves 
with a ſtrong perfwation , that when 
they are aſtonied, their wits diſtradted, 
the underſtanding duſked, and the bo- 
dies and ſouls wracked , and rorment- 
ed with the rhrobs and gripes of a |; 
mortal ſickneſs, then forlooth the | 
will begin ro think of their merry | 
matrrers, and become fudden Sainrs, 
when they are ſcarce able ro behave | 
themſelves like reaſonable creatures. | 


No, no, if neither the Canon, Civil, 
nor the Common Law will allow that 
man (periſhed in judgement ) ſhould 
make any Teſtament of his rempor al 
fubſtance 3 How can he that is anima- | 
red with inward garboyls of an unlet- 
led Conſcience , diſtrained with the *' 

_ ringivg firs of his dying fleſh, maimed |} 
in all his ability, and circled in on eve- | 
ry fide with many and ſtrange incum- 
berances, be t hr of dne diſcrerion 
tw difpoſe of his chicfeſt Jewel, which |! 
is his Soul, and ro diſpatch the whole | 

mannage of all erernity, and of the 

treafures of Heayen in lo ſhorr a ſpurt. | 
Noyno, they that will loyrer in ſeed- 

time , and begin to fow when orhers 
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reap 3 they that will cior our their 
health , and begin ro caſt their ac- 
counts when they are ſcarce able ro 
[peak 3 thy that will ſlumber our the 
day, and enter their PORE when the 
light doth fail them, ler them blame 
their own folly, if they die in debr,and 
be et: rnal beggers, 2nd fall head-long 
tato tl.c lap of endle(s perdition. 

Let fuch liſten to S. Cypyians leſſons 
Lit, faith he, the g14-2:0ufneſs of eur ſore 
be the meaſure of 047 ſorrow, lit a diep 
wound hive a dacp and dlinent enve ; 
Let no mais Cont 1:103 be lifs than bs 
Crime. 
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